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5) Set Input Type - Mic or Line Level.
To select an input to Mic or Line level, hold an input’s PFL switch, then slide the
SLATE MIC/TONE switch to the left. The input’s LINE LED illuminates blue when
set to line level and the LED is not illuminated when set to Mic level.
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1) Hold the Input’s PFL. 2) Slide the SLATE MIC/ TONE switch left.

6) Apply Phantom Power to an input.
The 552 supplies 48 V to inputs set to receive phantom power (PH). Phantom pow-
er can be set to 12 V in the Setup Menu. To apply phantom power, hold an input’s
PFL switch, then slide the SLATE MIC/TONE switch to the right. The input’s PH
LED illuminates blue when phantom power is applied.

1) Hold the Input’s PFL. 2) Slide the SLATE MIC/ TONE switch right.

7) Select a headphone monitor mode using the Headphone Selector.
Right Program R MS ST Stereo MS (mid-side)
Left Program L REC Source Recording Source

Mono (summed left and right) — M

Stereo (Left and Right) Program — ST

MS Monitor Modes are useful to listen to left/right stereo when M and S signals are routed. When
inputs are linked as an MS pair in the Setup Menu use the ST (Stereo program) monitor mode; this will
already contain the decoded MS Stereo signal.

8) Set the headphone level.
Turn the Headphone Controller to set headphone levels. The currently selected
headphone level is briefly indicated on the right output meter when the Head-
phone level control is turned.

n v.1.2 Features and specifications are subject to change. Visit www.sounddevices.com for the latest documentation.
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9) Set Input Faders in use to unity gain (0 dB or 12 o’clock).
Faders not used should be set to off (full counter-clockwise position).

10) Set Input Trim Levels.
Push to release the recessed Trim (gain) Control. Turn the Trim Control clockwise to
raise the level of the input. Once the gain has been set, push the Trim Control again
to recess the control and remove it from the mixing surface. Use the Input Fader to
make fine level adjustments.

11) Route each input to either Left or Right Outputs using the Input Pan Control.
Push to release the recessed Pan Control. Turn counter-clockwise to send the input
to the Left Output and turn clockwise to send it to the Right Output. Once the pan
has been set, push the Pan Control again to recess the control and remove it from
the mixing surface.

12) Set High-Pass Filters and Limiters.
Set the High-Pass Filter using the control adjacent to the Trim Control (full counter-
clockwise position is off). Activate the Limiters using the switch adjacent to the
Master Output Gain Control (Lim (dual Mono) Link (Stereo) applies to all inputs
and outputs).
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13) Adjust LED Meter brightness.

Press and hold the Battery Check button while turning the Headphone Controller.
14) Check Internal and External power levels.

Press the Battery Check E® button to display the internal and external power levels
on the Output Meter LEDs. The internal AA battery level is displayed on the left
meter and external DC voltage level is displayed on the right meter.

15) Connect the 552 analog outputs to the next device in the signal chain (audio
recorder, wireless transmitter, or cqmera).

Output levels are set (Line, -10, Mic) using the respective output’s attenuation
switch.

552 Right Panel

16) Set the next device’s input sensitivity to receive the supplied signal.
17) Activate the 552’s Tone Generator.

Slide the SLATE MIC/TONE switch to the TONE position. Tone latches on if the

switch is held for two seconds; slide right again to turn off. A 1 kHz tone is gener-
ated and is sent out at 0 dB (level and frequency are menu-adjustable).

Slide left for Slate Mic

Slide right for Tone.

18) Adjust the input gain on the next device accordingly.

u v.1.2 Features and specifications are subject to change. Visit www.sounddevices.com for the latest documentation.





